CHILDHOOD  AND   EDUCATION

man's best uses! The honey-bee makes his own
honey, whether It be from marjoram or thyme
that the sweetness comes. Therefore the under-
standing must have liberty, and roam abroad.
Not merely books, but all the incidents of life
should be our instructors; "a page's roguish
trick, a servant's stupid blunder, a conversation at
table" are so many excellent occasions for learn-
ing. Especially whatever whets and brightens the
mind is to be sought, and hence our young gen-
tleman must travel into foreign countries; not,
indeed, to be qualified to report how many paces
Santa Rotonda is in circuit, or how much longer
and broader is Nero's face in a statue than upon
some medal, but to observe the humours, man-
ners, customs, and to study the laws of various
peoples] Bodily exercises are not to be mere pleas-
ant sport; they should include real strain and
risk, so that a man may learn betimes to endure
hardness. Converse with others should be not for
self-display, but for the acquisition of intellectual
gains, and therefore modesty, and sometimes
silence, are much to be commended in a youth. In
argument let him avoid petty subtleties, and
choose to be bravely honest, loyally submitting to
truth at the first moment he perceives it to tell
against him, even though his adversary has not
caught at the advantage. In company let him
have an eye and ear in every corner; at the upper
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